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The decision to undertake this task was announced
by Sir Harcourt Butler himself in January 1925, in
a public Durbar at which the Kachin rulers were
present. On this occasion Sir Harcourt Butler, in
declaring the abolition of slavery in the Hukawng
Valley, informed the assembled Kachins that every
slave must be free within a certain number of years,
and that in any case the existence of slavery would
not be tolerated beyond January i, 1928. He then
went on to declare with vigour :
" From to-day onwards there must be no sale of slaves,
or gift of slaves as part of dowries in marriage, in settle-
ment of feuds or otherwise, nor must families of slaves
be broken up."
Two years later, Sir Harcourt Butler, addressing
the Duwas and other Kachin chiefs of the Triangle
at Myitkyina, said:
" Two years ago I announced at a Durbar in the
Hukawng Valley that slavery must come to an end, but
that the owners of slaves would be compensated for their
release. . . . To-day slavery no longer exists in the
Hukawng Valley/'
It would seem that the reason for the second
speech was a petition from the rulers to be allowed
to retain their slaves. Very firmly came the reply :
" My visit here," said the Governor, " is to meet you
and to tell you that slavery must come to an end in the
Triangle and in other areas in the Kachin hills where it
exists, . . .